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20% of Nebraskans 
are eligible for 

Medicare



Medicare Industry in the News

• Lawsuit by DOJ against three carriers and three call centers

• Lawsuit by distribution against CMS on administrative fees

• Senate Finance Committee led by Senator Wyden (D-OR) 
attacking “middlemen”

• MedPac questioning why we need agents

• JAMA Study - SHIP Counselors accuracy only 40%

• UHC MAPD News 2026



DOJ Lawsuit

https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payers/doj-hits-aetna-humana-elevance-health-medicare-advantage-kickbacks-complaint



Distribution vs CMS 

https://www.healthlawadvisor.com/texas-judge-sides-with-challengers-on-cms-rule-limiting-medicare-agent-broker-payments



Senate Finance Committee goes after 
“Middlemen”

https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/wyden-investigation-finds-rapid-growth-in-spending-on-marketing-
middlemen-among-medicare-advantage-plans



Medpac – Medicare Payment Advisory 
Commission 

Source – Medpac Report “Background: Medicare insurance agents March 6, 2025



Why are agents important? - SHIP Study



UHC News July 2026 
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Medicare Supplement

• Birthday rule impact on Medicare Supplement (Med Supp) 
commissions and rates – Now in 19 States

• Rate increases on Medicare Supplement plans

• Driven by OE/GI states

• Reinsurers not willing to enter Med Supp market

• Med Supp Guarantee issue business is spiking, creating anti-
selection



Medicare Supplement



Medicare Supplement

https://www.billtrack50.com/billdetail/1772560/17934

“Introduced – Dead”



Medicare Supplement Rate Actions Q2 
2025



Medicare Supplement – What’s Causing 
Increased Claims?

• Delayed procedures from pandemic causing higher 
frequency and severity

• Part B claims – primarily musculoskeletal and cancer

• Delayed procedures for those leaving employment

o i.e., New to Medicare has a 5+ times higher claim 
costs for ortho procedures versus those who are not 
new to Medicare at the same ages*



What are Potential Solutions? 

• It may take a year or two for the Med Supp market to stabilize

• Introduce a premium surcharge on GI business?

• Rollout robust Medicare Select programs?

• Network based Med Supp

• Allow cost plans to be reintroduced?

• Promote HDG plans with a hospital indemnity plan



MAPD and PDP

• Part D compensation and consumer choices

• 7 Carriers offer Part D in 2025

• 2 Carriers remain commissionable 
• HealthSpring/Cigna has announced Commission will pay in 2026

• D-SNP SEP changes reduce marketing opportunities

• C-SNP opportunities emerging for 2026 
• Aetna announced 18 new C-SNP States for 2026

• NE currently has no CSNP Plans

• MA-PD plan exits and service area reductions

• Commission cuts/suppressed enrollment methods

• CMS increased carrier reimbursement rates on MA-PD for 2026



https://www.markfarrah.com/mfa-briefs/growth-rate-for-medicare-advantage-plans-slowed-in-2025/

Growth Rate for Medicare Advantage Plans Slowed in 2025



https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/medicare-advantage-2025-spotlight-a-first-look-at-plan-offerings/



https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/medicare-advantage-2025-spotlight-a-first-look-at-plan-offerings/



https://www.forbes.com/advisor/health-insurance/medicare/medicare-statistics/



https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/medicare-advantage-in-2024-enrollment-update-and-key-trends/



https://www.markfarrah.com/mfa-briefs/growth-rate-for-medicare-advantage-plans-slowed-in-2025/

MA Leading Plan Performance



https://www.markfarrah.com/mfa-briefs/growth-rate-for-medicare-advantage-plans-slowed-in-2025/



2026 Part D Bid Announcement



https://www.markfarrah.com/mfa-briefs/growth-rate-for-medicare-advantage-plans-slowed-in-2025/

PDP Leading Plan Performance



https://www.markfarrah.com/mfa-briefs/growth-rate-for-medicare-advantage-plans-slowed-in-2025/



https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/medicare-advantage-in-2024-enrollment-update-and-key-trends/



https://www.kff.org/medicare/issue-brief/medicare-advantage-2024-spotlight-first-look/



Medicare Market Insights - Telos



Medicare Market Insights - Telos



Extra Benefits - MAPD

https://www.statista.com/statistics/1265506/share-of-ma-enrollees-in-plans-with-extra-benefits-by-benefit-us/

2024                                        2025



Inflation Reduction Act



Inflation Reduction Act



What does 2026 Look Like?

• MAPD Carrier Rollout Meetings Began in July
• Will Carriers continue to offer PPOs?
• Will Extra Benefits continue on MAPD Plans?
• Will suppressed plans become SAR? – UHC 600K
• Will Part D become totally non-commissionable?

• Healthspring paying commissions
• Do Med Supp rates continue to climb? 
• Will more Med Supp Carriers terminate plans?
• More regulatory and legislation?
• Does MAPD Coop Marketing go away?
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